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Sir: 



RESPONSE 



Applicant is responding to the Office action mailed April 9, 2003. 

B is {«spectfully submined die rejection of all pending claims, namely claims 19-28 
and 32-40 under 35 U,S.C. 102(e), based on Adams et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5.168.498) (hereinafter 
Adam) and under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as bdng unpatentable over Adams is in error for the reasons 
stated below. 

As previously pointed out in a response in this Application mailed on December 1 8, 2000, 
Applicant claims priority to Jime 16. 1989 for all pending claims. The section 102(e) date fiv 
Adam is May 3, 1990. The section 102(b) date for Adam is December 1. 1992. The Adam 
patent thus cannot be prior art. The rejection is in etror and must be withdrawn. 
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Applicaiion's priorily date is ibe filing date of tbe U.S. application 07/367,012 (hwinafter 
the *012 application), which matured imo Lf,S. Patent No. 5,095,480 (hereinafter *e ^480 patent). 
Oa January 8, 1999, Applicant submitted a prehnjinary amendment claiming priority back to the 
*012 application which was filed on June 16, 1989 almost one year before the filing date (May 3, 
1990) Qf Adams. The priority claim reads: 'This ^plication is a continuation of U.S, application 
no. 08/174,361, filed December 28, 1993, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. ^ptication 
07/952,988, filed on September 29, 1992, now US. Patent no. 5,490.258, which is a continuation- 
in-part of U.S. application 07/737,147, filed July 29, 1991, now abandoned, which is a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. application 07/367,012, now U.S. patent no. 5,095,480." Therefore, 
Applicant has complied with the statutory requirements under 35 U.S.C. § 120. 

Applicant submits that the claims of the present application are supported by the 
specification and drawings, particularly Figures 1-4 and the description thereof; filed in the *0l2 
application, v/bich issued as the *48p patent, and that the subject matter of the '012 application has 
been carried forward to tbe i«resent ^pUcation in the manner identified in the claim of priority. 
Figures 1-4 of the pres«it ^Ucation are the same as Figures 1-4 of the *012 application, and the 
description of these figures, which begins on page 23^ line 1, and continues to page 62, line 3 of the 
present application, is the same as the description of the figures found in the '012 ^plication. 
Furthemiore, these same figures and the same description are found in each of the intervening 
applications in tiie claim of priority. 

Accc^xiingly, Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to withdraw the rejection. In 
view of Applicant's claim of priority, he has chosen not to i^ifically address tbe reasoning of ihe 
Examiner's rejection. However, by electing not to do so, he does not acquiesce to any of tbe 
Examiner^s reasoning. 
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